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1.0 CITATION 
 
This is a Local Planning Policy prepared under Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development (Local 
Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015. This Policy may be cited as Local Planning Policy 7.3 – Sea 
Containers. 
 
2.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
The local government may prepare a local planning policy in respect of any matter related to the 
planning and development of the Scheme area. 
 
In making a determination under this Scheme the local government must have regard to each relevant 
local planning policy to the extent that the policy is consistent with this Scheme. 
 
3.0 OBJECTIVES 
 
 3.1 To ensure an acceptable quality of development is achieved that does not detrimentally 

affect the amenity and streetscape of the locality. 
 
 3.2 Establish guidelines for the placement of sea containers or other similar relocatable 

storage units on land within the municipality. 
 

4.0 APPLICATIONS SUBJECT OF THIS POLICY 
 
The placement of a sea container upon a property constitutes development and this policy provides the 
criteria for when a planning application is required (and not required) to be lodged. 

 
5.0 APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
Applications seeking approval to site a sea container are expected to demonstrate due regard for the 
accompanying information requirements as outlined in the Planning and Development (Local Planning 
Schemes) Regulations 2015 and also provide written submission detailing the reason(s) for seeking to 
site a sea container and information upon proposed improvements to the visual appearance of the sea 
container (e.g. repainting, external cladding, roofworks, extension works, landscaping, time period for 
undertaking of works etc.). 
 
6.0 POLICY STATEMENT  

 
6.1 A sea container proposed to be permanently sited upon a property is required to comply 

with the following criteria: 
 
 6.1.a A maximum of one (1) sea container on a lot (excepting Industrial or Rural zoned 

land). 
 
 6.1.b The sea container is to be sited behind the front building line of an existing or under 

construction built development upon the property and must not impinge on any 
boundary setbacks as required by the Local Planning Scheme. 

 
 6.1.c The sea container is to be positioned at a maximum separation distance of 2m. 
 
 6.1.d The sea container is to be used for general storage purposes only associated with 

the predominant use of the land and shall NOT be used for habitation, commercial 
or industrial purposes. 

 
 6.1.e The sea container is required to be painted or clad in materials the same colour as 

the existing structure up against which the sea container is positioned. 
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 6.2 A sea container proposed to be temporarily sited upon a property is only required to comply 

with Clauses 6.1.a, 6.1.b and 6.1.d (but not Clauses 6.1.c and 6.1.e) providing the sea 
container is removed within 12 months of its initial siting upon property and a current 
building permit has been issued for that property. 

 
 6.3 The permanent placement of a sea container or other similar relocatable storage unit will 

not be permitted on land zoned residential. 
 
 6.4 A sea container is considered in the calculation of the total aggregate outbuilding area as 

permitted under the Shire’s ‘Outbuildings’ Local Planning Policy. 
 
 6.5 Should the sea container not meet the requirements of Clauses 6.1 and 6.2 of this policy 

a planning application is required to be lodged. 
 

7.0 CONSULTATION 
 
Should the application be considered to meet the requirements of this Policy the application may be 
dealt with under delegated authority by Shire staff. However should the application not be considered 
to meet the requirements of the Policy or in the opinion of Shire staff require further consideration, the 
matter may be advertised in accordance with the Local Planning Scheme and may be placed before a 
meeting of Council for consideration. 
 
8.0 DEFINITION 
 
For the purposes of this policy a ‘Sea Container’ shall include a shipping container (both ’20 foot’ (6.1m in 
length, 2.4m in width, and 2.6m in height) and ‘40 foot’ (12.2m in length, 2.4m in width and 2.6m in height) 
in dimension) or any other re-locatable ‘box type’ storage container or unit. A sea container modified for the 
purpose of human habitation is not addressed in this policy but subject to the separate necessary 
applications and approvals for a dwelling. 
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