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SEA CONTAINERS 
 

LOCAL PLANNING POLICY 
 

 
 
1. PURPOSE 
 
 Local Planning Policies are guidelines used to assist the local government in making 

decisions under the Scheme. The Scheme prevails should there be any conflict 
between this Policy and the Scheme. 

 
 It is not intended that a policy be applied rigidly, but each application be examined on 

its merits, with the objectives and intent of the policy the key for assessment. However, 
it should not be assumed that the local government, in exercising its planning 
discretion, be limited to the policy provisions and that mere compliance will result in an 
approval. This approach has produced many examples of inappropriate built form that 
has a long-term impact on the amenity and sustainability of the locality. 

 
 The Shire encourages applicants to produce innovative ways of achieving the stated 

objectives and acknowledges that these may sit outside the more traditional planning 
and architectural approaches. In these instances the local government is open to 
considering (and encourages) well-presented cases, during pre-application 
consultation, having due regard to the outcome of any public consultation undertaken 
and the orderly and proper planning of the locality. 

 
2. SCOPE 
 
 A Local Planning Policy is not part of the Scheme and does not bind the local 

government in respect of any application for planning approval but the local 
government is to have due regard to the provisions of the Policy and the objectives 
which the Policy is designed to achieve before making its determination. 

 
3. OBJECTIVE 
 
 3.1 To ensure an acceptable quality of development is achieved that does not 

detrimentally affect the amenity and streetscape of the locality. 
 
 3.2 Establish guidelines for the placement of sea containers or other similar re-

locatable storage units on land within the municipality. 
 
4. POLICY STATEMENT 
 

4.1 For the purposes of this Policy a sea container shall include a sea container 
(both ’20 foot’ (6.1m in length, 2.4m in width, and 2.6m in height) and ‘40 foot’ 
(12.2m in length, 2.4m in width and 2.6m in height) in dimension) or any other re-
locatable ‘box type’ storage container or unit. A sea container modified for the 
purpose of human habitation is NOT addressed in this Policy but subject to the 
separate necessary applications and approvals for a dwelling. 

 
4.2 A sea container proposed to be permanently sited upon a property is required to 

comply with the following criteria: 
 
 (a) A maximum of one (1) sea container on a lot (excepting industrial or rural 

zoned land). 
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 (b) The sea container is to be sited behind the front building line of an existing 
or under construction built development upon the property and must not 
impinge on any boundary setbacks as required by the Local Planning 
Scheme. 

 (c) The sea container is to be positioned at a maximum separation distance of 
2m. 

 (d) The sea container is to be used for general storage purposes only 
associated with the predominant use of the land and shall NOT be used for 
habitation, commercial or industrial purposes. 

 (e) The sea container is required to be painted or clad in materials the same 
colour as the existing structure up against which the sea container is 
positioned. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 4.3 A sea container proposed to be temporarily sited upon a property is only required 

to comply with Clauses 4.2(a), 4.2(b) and 4.2(d) (but not Clauses 4.2(c) and 
4.2(e)) providing the sea container is removed within 12 months of its initial siting 
upon property and a current building permit has been issued for that property. 

 
 4.4 The permanent placement of a sea container or other similar relocatable storage 

unit will not be permitted on land zoned residential. 
 
 4.5 A sea container is considered in the calculation of the total aggregate outbuilding 

area as permitted under the Shire’s ‘Outbuildings’ Local Planning Policy. 
 
 4.6 Should the sea container NOT meet the requirements of Clauses 4.2 & 4.3 of 

this policy a planning application is required to be lodged. 
 
5. REFERENCES AND ADOPTION 
 
 Shire of Chapman Valley Local Planning Scheme No.3 
  
 Planning & Development Act 2005 
 
 Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 
 
 
 Adopted for advertising at the 19 March 2009 meeting of Council. 
 Adopted at the 19 August 2009 meeting of Council. 
 Adopted for advertising and amended at the 19 February 2014 meeting of Council. 
 Adopted for advertising and amended at the 18 March 2015 meeting of Council. 
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